FUTURE HOPE SCHOOL FACILITIES
Thanks to the generosity of our supporters over the years, Future Hope has been able to upgrade the
educational facilities at our Rowland Road headquarters.
The Kristian Gover Library is a favourite spot for children and staff alike. It is a hub of activity
and learning with children of all age groups using the library during school hours, at weekends and
in the holidays. It is a place where the children are exposed, many for the first time, to books,
games and educational toys.
The library has around 4500, mostly donated, fiction and non-fiction books and an experienced
librarian who is also the activities coordinator. The little ones enjoy story time and have access to
a range of picture and graded reading books. The older children choose books of their own choice,
research information for project work and take part in heated debates or poetry classes.

The Computer Room is in constant use during the school day and also open at weekends for our resident
children. We encourage computer literacy from a young age. This is done through formal computer
lessons in the school, access to a computer laboratory with educational software and supervised use of a
computer in the homes. It is apparent that regular use has increased the confidence of our children.
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The Science Laboratory has just been refurbished, increasing our children’s quality of learning
and safety. In the Middle School science is taught through small experiments in our science lab.
This makes lessons interesting, helps them understand processes and broadens their education.

The students do experiments across the sciences – fermentation using yeast, magnets to show
magnetic fields, optics with plane mirrors, baking soda volcanoes to show a basic chemical
reaction, baking soda carbon dioxide bubbles to show convection currents, and an iodine test for
carbohydrates. Through practical work and making processes visual the children how their
potential and enthusiasm for the sciences.

“I like our practical and audio-visual classes the best. When our teacher uses pictures or an
experiment to teach us something, it doesn’t need to be explained more than once.”
Says Class 7 student

Future Hope has already become more eco-friendly with a student-planted garden, a no plastics
policy and continuous education on saving water and keeping their environment clean.
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The language lab is used throughout the primary school to put emphasis on language
development. This is done alongside mainstream classroom teaching and with the help of a one-to
one reading programme where each child gets to read to an adult at their own level. The same
colour coding system used in the Reading Room is also followed in the Linguascope computer
classes, the Library and by WeCan (our special needs programme) which allows every child to
learn at his/her own pace, and also develop and nurture a love for languages. Our children enjoy
storytelling, something which is innate to the Bengali culture, and our teachers use this tool to
inspire the children’s imagination and to develop their listening skills. Our librarian spends many
hours reading to them and this is often followed by discussions and educational games.

The Art Room - “Art hones a child’s power of observation. When kids learn to draw human and
animal figures they say: ‘I don’t just know that a bird flies, I know HOW it flies.’
It also de-stresses the children. Some are first-generation learners or less academically minded. It
can be hard for them to sit still in classrooms, so when we made the giant ‘No Plastic’ mural last
year, we did it very systematically as a way for them to cool down.” Sekhar Karmakar, Art Teacher

Drawing creates an awareness of form and basic shapes. Children see the world in a completely
different way. A small child cannot understand perspective and will draw arms nine feet long and
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cars with four wheels on one side because these are concepts they are trying to grasp. Art helps
them feel their way through the world. As they grow older, we develop their knowledge of Indian folk
art, which is full of intricate patterns, and European art styles, which work with perspectives.
Step by step art sessions about nature, using easy to grip tactile materials like crayons, help timid
children dip their toes in the water. The child who stubbornly says ‘I will not do something’, slowly
develops skill and starts to enjoy himself and develops confidence. He thinks, wow, I really did this
all on my own! This creates a love for learning.
The Peirson Music Room – was established for children with an interest in music and rhythm. Here they
can explore instruments, learn about different music genres or to develop their voice.
Some children take up individual music lessons whilst others join weekly music groups. All the young
children take part in singing and tabla classes.

The Dance Room - Our children love music, rhythm and movement and they are exposed to various
forms of dance as the progress through the school. There are weekly ballet classes for the little ones,
classical and contemporary dance for the growing girls and Zumba as an after-school activity for anyone
who wants to let off steam. We have recently dedicated one room especially to dance.
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Drama and elocution classes, debates and other performing arts are an integrate part of the school
curriculum and make the children gain confidence, improve their communication skills and master
languages. The annual Katie Baddeley House Drama Competition gives our children the opportunity to get
involved in script writing and performing a play on stage. Assembles and school celebrations are other
occasions where the children perform in front of an audience.
Over the years the school has produced various musicals, most notably The Lion King directed by Maurice
Menezes and Amlan Chaudhuri.

The professional approach from drama teacher Amlan Chaudhuri hones the children’s creativity, their
imagination and listening skills, the use of script and language, discipline and determination, and many
other skills so important for their all-round development.
The theme for the inter-house drama competition was “Revisiting Fairy and Folk Tales”. The children used
fairy tales to comment on contemporary issues and they made their own props from scratch. We borrowed
an auditorium and 600 relatives of our day scholars were in the audience.
We have an informal tie-up with two leading theatres in the city, G D Birla Sabaghar and Kalamandir,
where the children are regularly invited to watch plays by leading theatre personalities from across India.
This has honed the theatre skills of our children and their public performances take professional arts
people by surprise.

The whole school participated in the Annual Mela, with “Save Water, Save the Environment” as its
theme. Eco-friendly artistic objects, zero waste art installations, dance, music and skits on
conservation sent the message home to over 1000 people who attended.
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